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INTRODUCTION

By Sree Sree Rajah, M.Bhujangarao Bahadur Garu, FA.U.
ZAMINDAR OF LAKKAVARAM,VELLA, ETC., ESTATES.

Astavadhani, Author of 100 Telugu works, Obtainer of Royal
appreciation and a certificate of merit from Government and a
Gold Medal for translating the New Testament into Telugu verse.

I read almost all the works of Rev. Purushottama Chowdhuri.
He is a true Christian of the Highest Order. The very fact that
almost all the different denominational Churches of the Andhra
Desa adopted many of his devotional songs in their worship, is
a clear proof of his great merit and non - sectarian Christian
spirit. In Telugu he proved himself poet of the classical order.
His verses are lucid and run like a natural flow on an ebbing
river.He is able to express his thoughts very clearly and no where
can we find him blinking to find a suiable word, or phrase to
express his inner thoughts. He has done a great service to the
Christian community and to the Telugu public at large, and I
am sure, his name will last in this country as long as the Andhras
exist. It is the duty of every Andhra to join hands in commemo-
rating his name to perpetuity.

The work Mr. John Chowdhuri, his grand son, is going to
enlighten the Aristocracy of India with Christian principles, is
well known to all the general public, as the Founder and the
Honorary Secretary of the Mission to the Aristocracy of India.
Itis quite fitting that God loving grandson should take up to write
and produce the life of so great a grand father whose name is
well known to all the Telugu Chirsian public. I sincerely wish
that the publication of the work prove a greate success. I also
pray, that the Lord would spare Mr. John Chowdhuri for many
many years to come to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and his Coun-
trymen.

ELLORE

2.2-1935 (Sd) Rajah M. Bhujanga Rao
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A sketch of the late
Rev. PURUSHOTHAM CHOWDHURI

The late Rev. Purushottam Chowdhuri, who was a Minister of
the Gospel for 54 years both in Andhra Desha and Orissa, was born
in 1803 with a silverspoon in his mouth, in Madanapur of Parlakimidi
Taluk, Ganjam. His ancestors migrated there from Midnapur District
of West Bengal, and some worked as Court Poets, Revenue Officers
or Mirasidars of Tembur muta, under the then Rajahs of Parlakimidi.
They belonged to the gotra Bharadwaja, Angeerasa and Barhaspatya
of Hindu Rishis of the Goudha Brahman sect, known as “Sistas” or
orthodox people.

Purushottam Chowdhuri was a poet in Andhra Language and
was conversant with Oriya, Bengali, Hindustani. Very early in life he
studied Vedanta literature and denounced caste system and desired
to become a naked sadhu(Avadhuta). But God wanted him for fur-
therance of His Kingdom. In 1825 he found a Christian tract prob-
ably one from Carey’s Press at Serampore and made a persistent
search after that religion. Mrs. Helen Knott of Chicacole Regiment,
gave him a copy of the Gospel of St. Luke when he visited her in May
1833. He found Christ more fully thereby and was introduced to
Major Brett, the then Commanding Officer at Vizagpatam, the same
month. He gave him a copy of the New Testament, which he read
with great pleasure, and against the wishes of his relatives, he de-
cided to become a Christian. His wife, Radhamani Devi Chowdhurani
gave her consent to follow him after some time. In those early days
there were no Missionaries between Madras and Cuttack. On the in-
vitation of Rev. Charles Lacy of Cuttack Orissa Baptist Mission,
Purushotham Chowdhuri desired to travel the 300 miles and removed
his sacred thread on 10th June 1833 and gave it to Major Brett. He
travelled about 20days and reached Cuttack and was baptized by
Rev. Charles Lacy on the 6th October 1833, in the big tank called Gonga
Mondir in Cuttack. He composed here his first Telugu hymn. After
staying there for sometime, he went back to Vizag, preaching the
Gospel at Puri and other Oriya centres, along the grand trunk road.
He met with bitter persecution while preaching the Gospel and bore
patiently. In 1834 he went to Madras, a distance of 500 miles, with
Major Brett and preached the Gospel there amid great persecution.
He also travelled from there to Bellary a distance of over 400 miles
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and was there for some time with Rev. John Reids of L.M.S Toward
the end of that year he travelled overland from Bellary to Parlakimidi,
a distance of nearly 1000miles, preaching the Gospel in all the towns
and villages on the road side, which were not then visited by any
Christian Missionary or preacher On his return he was the guest of
Captian Richardson for 8months at Vizag and in 1835, when Rew.
J.W.Gordon of L M S came there as Missionary, he helped him in
preaching the Gospel His relatives treated him badly, but he was firm
in faith. In 1836 his wife and little daugher Santi Kumari Chowdhuri
(who afterwards became the wife of the late Ghonoshyam Naik of
Cuttack) followed him to Cuttack, where Mrs. Chowdhuri was
baptised on 3rd April 1836, by Rev. A. Sutton. Babu Purushottam
Chowdhuri was ordained on 24th April 1836, in Cuttack, and was
sent to Berhampur to start Missionary work there. In 1836 he was
invited by Justice E Story of Chicacole, to start Missionary work there;
and while he was accordingly working there Rev. S.S.Day of the Ameri-
can Baptist Mission arrived there, of whom Mr. Purushotham was
the first assistant. He had returned to Berhampur in 1837 and worked
there for seven years with Rev. Isaac Stubbinson.

He had a grievous temptation there but over came it. He then
composed very pathetic hymns and poetry with sincere experience
of the contribution of his heart. He was invited back to Andhra coun-
try where he lived from 1845 to 1870. His children were employed
and married at Cuttack. Rev. Purushotham Chowdhuri travelled thou-
sands of miles in those 27 years up to the end of Godavari District,
and preached the Gospel. Many became belivers of Christian faith in
those years and he wrote several useful hymns and poetical works
in Andhra language by which he had been known as the “Immortal
Purushotham Chowdhuri” and a Memorial Hall was built at
Parlakimidi to perpetuate his memory.

He was Pastor of Orissa Baptist Churches both at Berhampur
and Cuttack and his sermons in Oriya and Telugu as well as the ear-
liest tracts and the New Testament he was given hundred years ago,
have been still preserved. He travelled long distances in Orissa also,
as he had several relatives all over there. He was called to rest on the
24th August 1890 at Cuttack. A complete life of the subject of this
sketch is being prepared in English also.

16 -12 - 34 NEW ORISSA
VIl
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“ At Chittivalasa and neighbouring villages our Catechist
Purushottam has diligently laboured in preaching to Christians
and heathens. He has met with considerable encouragement
from the people who have heard the truth from his lips.We re-
gret to say our little Christian community has suffered a great
loss in the diparture of Catechist Purushottam to Cuttack to end
his days in the bosom of his family. He has now grown old in the
service of Christ, and in consequence other loss of the sight of
one eye and other infirmities he is unable any long to exercise
his function as catechist, so that his connection with the Mis-
sion has ceased; he has laboured faithfully and successfully in
connection with this Mission for many years, and is much loved
and respected by all classes of natives; he is a man of consider-
able ability;some of our best and most popular Telugu tracts and
hymns were composed by him; and his name &character will

long be remembered and apprciated by all who know him.

He left his sphere of labour on the 3rd December,1870. May
he enjoy, till the end of his earthly course, all the consolation
which he used so accceptably to administer to others, and at
last be welcomed by the Saviour’s plaudit, “Well done thou good
and faithful servant enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.*

* Report of the Vizagapatam Mission in connection with the
L.M.S 1870.
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* The season was the more interesting through the persence of the
aged Purushottam the first preacher who was raised up in the Ameri-
can Baptist Telugu Mission to assist their pioneer Missionary the
Rev.S.S Day. He is very aged but still active and deeply interested in
every thing connected with the spread of the Gospel of Christ”

(Rev. EW.Armstrong in the Canadian Baptist Mission Report for 1877.)
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* My memory of Purushottam is simply of a very delighful old
man who helped me much in the years 1877 and 1878when [ was
comparatively new to the work. I had had three years at Cuttack
and was then sent for to fill a gap at Berhampore, and Purushottam
was sent as my right hand man. He was a man of good ability but
it was his sterling Christian Character that won my admiration
and love. He was so genial and kind that every one loved him. In
1879 I moved off to start with brother Heberlet to the Sambalpur

Mission and I saw very little of our brother, Still I knew him for
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some years as a patient sufferer, glorifying God in his weakness,
as he had sought to do in his younger days by his service. I always
regarded him as a very superior man and he has doutbless recieved
his Lord’s “Well done”
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Rev. W.Miller writes : “I had much Christian intercourse
with Bro. Purushottam in his declining years and last illness;
his end was eminently peaceful Three times I was summoned
when it was supposed he was dying, but he revived for a
while.On my last visit he remarked prayfully, | sometimes think
the Lord has forgotten me; He seems so long in coming. His death
was that of the rightious, and his memory is fragrant and pre-

cious to all who knew him.”
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Rev. T. Baily wirtes :- “In the death of Purushottam
Choudhuri, a notable member of the native Chirstian commu-
nity has passed away.......... There is a small Telugu congregation
in Cuttack to which our brother ministerd with great acceptance
as long as strength permitted, but he is known to us principally
for his labours in Oriya, and in this language also he was a per-
suasive preacher, though the sweetness and pathos of his
prayers is more especially dwelt upon by those who were ac-

”

customed to hear him...."” Our brother was light in complexion
with fine features and figure, peaceable in disposition and very

courtious in manners, one of natures true gentleman.”
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In memory of In memory of

Rev. Purushottam chowdhuri Rev D. Anthravedy of

the Immortal christian Poet 41st.N.R.Baptist Churches
Born 5th Sep 1803 at organizer of Churches
Madanapuram, Ganjam, Born 1822 at Chittoor
Died 24th Aug, 1890 in Died 9 th Dec 1881 at
cuttack . Rev,3:12 Quillon. Rev.3:12
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“My late revered, the Rev.W.R.Stevenson M.A of Nottingham in a
letter to me dated February 23rd, 1888 remarks “ I was surprised to
learn from the Rev. Dr. Lyman Jewett, one of the American Baptist
Missonaries in the Telugu country, that Purushottam Choudhuri of
the Orissa Mission, is the author of thirtyeight of the choicest Telugu
hymns now in use and his name appears on the title page of Dawson’s
Telugu hymn book as having assisted Mr. Dawson in the preperation

of that book.”*

* Orissa Baptist Mission Report for the year 1890 P.39
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(oo, “ The hymns were written more especialy for his
own pleasure and not for publication. and aglance at thetitles shows
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Mr. A.F Thyaga Raju M.A. of King’s College, London writes :-
“Almost the only Telugu hymns I love are those written by Chaudhuri
Purushottam. For beauty of language, depth of thought and true ex-
pression of the heights of Christian experience they are unsurpassed.
The Poet always impressed me as one who realised that the deepest
longings of the human heart are not satisfied by Hinduism. They find
satisfaction only in Jesus Christ”

(Sd)A.F Thayga Raju
Bombay Sep.25,1933
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Fort. Jeypore,

5th October 1933.

Dear Sir,

“His Highness received a copy of your grandfather’s Poetic work
sent by you. He looked into the book here and there and found that it
is in easy flowing style. He wishes wide publication to it amonst the
Christian community”

Yours sincerely,
(Sd) C.L. Narasimham
Private Secretary.
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“ Chowdhury Purushottam”s Telugu Christian hymns have
charmed me from my childhood. My father’s favourite hymn
“ao88g0rrszse” @and my mother’s favourite book “ sge ses” bring
back to my mind exceedingly pleasant memoriesand the great poet’s
name has been a household word in our home asit isin the homes
for many a Telugu chirstian family. Purushottam’s hymns are so
superior in style. diction and thought, that they can be easily distin-
guished from al other Telugu hymns. In his hymns he has made
use of all the music and the rhythm that Telugu language can pro-
duce. One often wonderswhat the fate of the Telugu christian hym-
nology would have been but for this genius of a poet Purushotttam.
Almost all the Telugu Hindu tunes they are familiar to every
Andhrite have been used by Purushottam in his compositions.
Purushottam’s christian experience and spirit - filled enthusiasm
enlivens and uplifts many a drooping heart. Till God gives another
man like Purushottam to the Andhra Christian Church,
Purushottam’s name will reign supreme”.

cocanada
Jan 8 - 1934. (Sd) A.T Pamer.

1933 Kod&)Bsm SHoetd Jos® Su@St0s “6 SEEN ANORle)
8335” (The Baptist Missionary Review) H@86° $8)@s2658e0
BRAHE RGeS TS, B D. 8QR, &.&. ey (@EPendING -

“The Magjor Part of our Telugu Singing is still done with the
lyrics composed by Chowdhury Purushottam. From his baptism
hymn, dated 1833, full of the joy of pardoned sin, till his two

DGYFBHD TP RO BB WO - 167



wellknown hymnsof farewell tolife, dated 1885, for fifty two years
he was the sweet singer of the Telugu Israel. His Poems and hymns
are cast in al the familiar Telugu Poetical forms and they have a
devotiona and literary quality and a rhythm that has commended
them to the taste of successive generiations of Chrisians. Though
written in the very early days of congregational singing, most of
the hymns continue to be favorites in congregations of all com-
munions. New and attractive tunes are found again and again for
the old favourites; the excellent writing of our newer Poets dis-
places them very owly. Mr. John Choudhury, Founder and Secre-
tary of the Mission to the Aristocracy of India a grandson of the
poet - evangelist and himself a Telugu Poet, announces through
our news columns this month the centenary celebrations of
Purushotam’s baptism in 1833. It is planned to produce a memorial
volume and in other ways to make the incalculable influence of
these lyrics during the hundred years some of them have been sung.
One good way of celebrating would be to revise in our schools the
teaching of these substanitial old pieces and revive in our workers
the practice of using their searching truths in evangelistic work”
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IN MEMORIUM
PURUSHOTTAM'’S CENTENARY
BY MALLEAL SOLOMON GEORGE
DORNAKAL
Jubilee chimes! There lies the laurell’d head,
A youth to fortune and ot fame well - known

The singer of undying songs is dead;
[ wish his souls doth deckth’ eterenal throne,
Lo! times may change, the skies look strange the birds.
Depart, the winds they drift, the grove decays
Empires dissolve, may die all lowing herds-

The poet lies; his strains ne’er pass away.

The pen is oft the cause of Nation's fame
Here is our bard of race divine.

Purushottam in nature as in name. “Thou art
A David for th new Psalms to impart

His hymns and songs for two and fifty years
Did he sing sweet in literary grace

In kirk, in public street and wanted spheres;

Thus he usurped great Thyagaraja’s place.
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From Nature’s shrine he took the muses live,

His music sweet all castes and creeds did greet;
A like the linnet sang the verse alive;

Since laid his talents at His blessed feet.
Rapt tho’he from us Milton greets

Him, Shakespeare bids him welcome home, Lord
Tennyson salutes him, praises Keats;

And god - like spirits hail the guest restored.
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“He changed the best words and phrases and clauses of
some of our grandest hymns composed by very eminent poets
like Mr. Choudhuri Purushottam. I humbly ask him to let me
know the authority for his proceedure. I don’t think he would
attempt to mutilate Shakespeare or Milton as he has done with
our poets”
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POET PURUSHOTTAM CHOWDHARI
BILCENTENARY (5th Sept.1803 - 23 Aug.1890)

“Yehovaa maa thandri gaada” (A.C.H.435)
TUNE:A mighty Fortress is our God
(Old German Melody)

1. IsnotJe-ho-vah our Pa-rent
And Je-su our dear Bro-ther?
The Holy-Ghost is re-vea-ling
Mys-te-riou-sly re-la-ting.
our home in Bue-lah Land
Arch-an-gels are our friends
Long-ing to re-ceive us
These pains we glad-ly bear
For one day sure we'll me-et there!

2. A-br-aham and Da-vid the Great;
And saints of the old co-ve-nant.
Then Peter and all a-pos-tles;
Suc-cee-ding pro-phets, mar-tyrs.
As we will ga-ther there,

What glo-ry un-fore-seen?
Je-sus ran-som for us

And has us, for-given

Joy-ful When peo-ple blame us !
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3. Our names are in the Book of Life;
Sealed with the blood of Je-sus.
Who else dare e-rase there our names:
Nor could see pro-mised trophies?
Such bliss is con-vin-cing
Our place in Pa-ra-dise
The Lord’s re-wards a-wait
Why care we earth-ly deeds?
They dare not rob our joy there! .. A-MEN.

... Trans. by: Rev. B.D.P.Rao.
E-mail:rao_bdp@yahoo.com
Camp: Hydedrabad. 4th Sep.2003
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